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CasA ETNICA

A VILLA WITH A

MitcH Parr
Dhnecton, Homee Caso Sas Lucas

K ATHERINE NIDERMA IER
ProwcT

ANLD DHECOEAT IO

hey are villas wiath different dimensions.
With seven, five or three bedrooms. They
accomodate guests from the Hotel Cabo San
Lucas, and each one 15 adorned with ethnic
Mexican artesanry. They offer almost formal
lessons in the cultures of different indigenous
groups, respectful teachings of their heritage, a
tribute to the arts of people still devoted to
nature as a universal Mother.

The structure itself is lost amang the palms,
the road that leads to it barely announces its
existence, From a distance one sees only the red
roofs among the green. From the beach, one sees
its terraces, open to the sea; some along the
murmuring sands, others above the steep rocks
and crashing waves.

«The project tries to rescue the Mexico of
Mesxtico; to show the tourist that indigenous art
is not only in the Museum of Anthropology or
in books and magazines, but that indigenous art
of Mexico is alives says the U.5. designer,

Katherine Midermaier.

MOUCH OF MLUISELIM

To complete the project took four years
«First | did research: in books, professional
journals, the Internet. Then followed the
selection of ethnic groups for the different
themes of the villas. To make the selection, we
had to come up with sufficient atesanry o fill
various rooms. We had to speak directly with the
artesans, in their own dialects. Romanticismé
Ferhaps. There is a certain magic in speaking to
the past.s

Kary speaks of her fears that the warks
would not be appreciated, or respected, «\We
placed liverature about the culture and s art in
each villa with the idea of helping the guest

understand and learns

Filigreed Huipil

The Villa Maya welcomes its guests with ten clay
ocelots, decorated in red, lined up under a win-
dow, The roof is covered with straw, it's two
stories high, held aloft by a large beam across the

apex, There are five habitations, aligned in

Here are four formal lessons, concerning
four indigenous Mexican cultures. They are
respectful and well decumented. It is

am artempr to recapture, and 1o raise
autcchthonous artesanry 1o the level of art.
It is a resporse 1o the comtact with people
who still speak their native languages

and communicare with their ancestors in
their comtinuous search for Enowledge.



Mexican ethnic groups speak their word
in these villas; accompanied by an ocean beach

the mastery of the their artesanry.










On Site Lessons

a Mava

e, It 15 by

t2 Larrdisar; it's behind acrylic a

ormation card ates It has been

il-l

masterfully in colors of bl

The

ning roam boasts a floor of circular stone

The table is made of four sections of ma

: been converted

casts pl

throughout the roc

rebied :I.':I in & MmMLUror

wl

i the CollEcti

e and a white huipil on

LNg &

15 réepealt

= chifterent Irom fOom

combinations of k

it make the dif

Pictures in Thread

f, benes bearn

alumn, opens anto bran

e placed In

[ the kitchen




HOLEBES

LS CAROS

ts hands. A pair of rebosos are hu

from poles of worked wood

each
room 15 of finished wood, painted w
crowned cherubim as back rests; the comode has

flowers,

and the ample credenza spe:

Forceful chisel work

I'he seven bedrooms are Like sitting rooms

eas Lo view [
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1 dress, winner of the Marional

to give but one example

[details are repeated without tiring the eye

objects surprise us not only by their craft, but

by their placement: door handles in the form of

bows and arrows in the
bathroom, medals in lampstands, hats adoming
the bedstead, photographs of Indians in antique

frames one would use for grandparents

Villas Tarahumara and Mitla

The figures and materials of these habitation:
warn immediately of a culture from unknown
lands; it appears a litthe out of place in Los Cabos,

a land of desert and sea. But it does not matter

64

¢ murmur of the sea 15 nearby, that the

beach iz near 1o

sun shines b v, that t}

What ma

hand > respect for the

culture that pervades this place; wooden
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Villa Min

an auter wall,

panel of worke Iy SLOne 4%
accompanied by a mermaid. Tiled floors, stones

v counter, fantastic fi

SEL EVeERn IF

carved in brightly painted wood, stone filigree

over the fireplace, Mermaids abo | as well as

en tinwork and baskets, The star of this

enclosure is a dress from Celaguetza, Oaxac:

Green clay pine cones from Mickoacan,
Maya huipiles, ceremonial dresses from
Oaxaca, These precious and valuable
works are on display mot only as
adernment but as part of an effort

1o share a profound and distant art.
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