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Trop

cal Designs

Mexico and Hawaii home interiors are inspired
by the local landscapes

By Jenny Quill
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o you've taken the leap and purchased your tropical getaway, an idvllic, plucked-from-a-Corona-

commercial retreat or a steps-from-the-surf Hawaiian hale that comes with endless white-sand

beaches, azure skies and miles of glassy ocean. Designing the interior of such an abode requires a
deft hand, one that takes advantage of the lush surroundings, seamlessly incorporating the colors,
textures and natural elements of the landscape, No, this is not the time For tiki torches and overwhelm-
ing floral patterns. Today's tropical design is refreshingly modern, with an emphasis on alfresco living,

clean, minimalist lines, plenty of natural textures and newtral palettes with splashes of bright colors.

“Tropical design® is a pretty broad term, one that, not surprisingly, has a variety of definitions. In Mexico,
designers say you can expect to see Spanish and Moorish influences, no dowbt a result of nearly 300 years of
Spanish rule. Today's architectural standard is minimalist-leaning, with an emphasis on simple, back-to-basics
|:|Hi-gl1=i that inclsde clean, linear lines, Sl etric Liu.]:f.': and a lack of 'ILIFH_'I'HI,:IMI'S visual clutter.

“In Punta Mita [about 25 miles northwest of Puerto Vallara] in partscular,” says interior designer Katherine
MNidermaier, “the color palette tends to be mose subthe and s dictated by the huees and textures of the naturalist
landscape and the simple architecture that is here” Part-time Punta Mita resident and interior designer Lisa
Bruno, who worked with Nidermaier on the design of Bruno'’s home, describes her region's style as “Mexican
coastal soft contemparary—an effortless fusion of interlor and exterior living spaces with the coastal scenery.”

st across the Gulf of California in La Paz, Marlene and Jlim Fletcher also went with comemporary decor,
though their version is slightly different from that of Nidermaler and Brune. [nspired by the modern architec-
:-.ur-:-cd’1l'r¢irC'¢.suEI»1_|a Resort & Marina condominium, which was designed by noted Mexican architect Jose de
Yturbe Bernal, the Fletchers mixed bold colors with dark woeods and modern art.

“You have to be moved by the structure and the surroundings,” says Marlene Fletcher. "When [y hus-
band] and 1 walked in [to our condo], because of the comemporary design we knew we had to go contempo-
rary with the inrerior.” This eranslated to bursts of bright color—a yellow leather sofa with coral throw
pillows—contrasted with onyx and pewter Lamps, a dark-wood coffee table and hutch, and abstract art.

Hawaitan design, on the
other hand, is something of a
cultural mdx, with Astan,

COUNTLLY, HOHH M TIHMIT

traditional Hawaiian and
MNew England influences. “If

you look at the history of

Hawaii," 2ays Honolulu
resicent Robert Carpenter,
"it’s very traditional, very
Anglophile. From the 18004
ok, there were East Coast
missienaries that brought
over the architectural styling
that | grew up with in
Charleston, South Carolina,”

However, for pant-tinme
Kauai resident Rodney
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Huq.::u. I:n:-]au'-u.:l.| |:|e.':i.3:||. r.|11".:|:|1.1..1'i1|.i|:|."
gnply, “the plantation-style, dowbbe-
bpeched roof and a large lanai.”

While interpretations of tropical design
My vary, many af the lu':.' p-ri ra-e:iiﬂ.{'i are
the same, from making the most of views
pchoosing climate-suitable materials,

An oft-repeated wenet of tropical design
g0 bring the outdoors in, an idea that has
both practical and cultural applications.
luis Barragin, whao is considered the
ather of Mexican minimalist architecturs,
e s1id that howses should be gardens,
ind gardens should be houses,” says
Fidermaicr, a Parsons New School for
Desirn graduate who has spent 18 years

ing homes throughout Mexico, In

N renaier’s work, Barragin’s philosophy
ranslates to blending the imerior with the
nside through the use of particular

pedors, especially those that echo the sea,
pird and xk}'; 1.'|.i1|1.11-e:-.1|:-]m:-]'.h:ri.ih|,' texiures,
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such as woven palm; and artwork made by
indigenous peaples. “I'm of the philosophy
that your eve shoukdn'® stop,” says Nider-
maier, “that the interior should blend with
the outside, the colors of the sea, tropical
fowers, sand—that nothing should
contrast too much with that.”

Dresigmer Micole Caolling, whose
company, Designed Living International,
provides turnkey furniture packages for
second homes in Mexico, echoes this
septiment. “In Cancin, whers it’s more
Cartbbean stybe, we pull from the elements
outside,” she says. For Collins, a color
palette in a Cancin home would inclode
Crisp whites that echo the talocum-color
beaches, lufquui:.u e mimic the clear, Blue
water, and verdant EFeens a el p{'llnws.

In Puoerts Vallarta, on the other hand,
Collins says, “We'll buaild on tans and
COeANS 'lr:. aljl.iili:t: pops af colar—earals, a
mango-stripe fabric or a sicsta fabric with
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blwe, green and yellow."

Far Patty Crawford, who owns an
Estrella del Mar condo about 30 minutes
outgide of Mazatlin, ]i.'l.'i.n_g'in hirxico
presented an opportunity 1o go all-out with
codor, “One of the things that people in
Mexico say is that they express their
warmth and '.'il:.1li|1:.I andd Inl.'ﬂhrr_.ugh
color,” says Crawdord. “When you're down
here, using a lot of pood color makes you
feel like you're in Mexioo, We looked 1o
bougainvillea leaves, and pulled some of
those colors inside our howse"

Crawford used the same red, green and
golden hues throughot the home,
changing things from room to room by
choosing slighthy muted versions of the
same color, Inone room, she painted an
accent wall with a bald bluishered that
echoed the blue-red Howers on the
|:-|.-1:'|h]m':||:|. -eﬂ:fs-u'l:t'ing it with black-and-
white wall art. She also used bright shots
of color ingide niches to add depth.

For Honohslu-based imerior designes
."rlar:,-' Philp-cﬂ:!r: Meolrath, hringi:n.g the
cistedoars in means maximizing Hawail's
natural assets—namely the cooling trade
winds and stunning views—something she
credits to the work of Viadimir Dﬁil‘h‘lFF,
considered by meany o be the father of

Togp two photos: This Kaval home
makes the most of its tropical location
with 1,800 square feet of lanal space.

Left: Bold colors, dark wood amd
mcdern art infuse this CostaBaja
Resort B Marina condo with a
contemporary fieel,
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canfermporary Hawaiian architecture, “If
M could describe Ossipofi’s work,” says
Philpatts McGrath, “it would be that he
treats the whoele home as a lanai, with

‘disappearing” walls [which make it seem
b that the room opens seambessly to the
patside], covered lanais and breczeways.”

I place of walls that would limit scenic
TIWE, D—.-:t.'ipr.ul:l"nl'r{'n relied on foorto-
ceiling sunscreens and windows, ensuring
that the spectacular scenery was always
within the line of sight. In one Oabu
pesidence, he included removable sliding-
folding panels that opened up the home o
the clemenits, taking the concept of
disappearing walls to a new level,

To open up homes to the sutdoors,
Fhilpotes MeGrath will go through a house
i the carly stages of construction and
:h.ulge the windows in bedrooms and
ballways to sliding doors. She will also

maximize views by having the architects
tgn the windows a litele lower from the
iling than the standard hrighﬂ. “Cine of
the things people need 1o be careful of is
etting their windows 34 or 36 inches

» because when you sit, you can't see

ut anything,” says Philpotts McGrath,
Honolulu residents Bobert L".1.r'|:-='r.|l.-|.'|.'1
Residential Design Concepds, and D,

itect Jim Matichuck, and interios
gesigners and brotherand-sister team Rick
Tiare Cowan of Archipelage Refined
iland Interiors—went to great lengths to
ake the most of theie million-dellar
ViEwd, Hui]ﬂi.ng upon the -::u'i.gin.:d
kotprint, they raised their home's

devation 4.5 feet from its prior location,
pich resulted im endless, unehatructed

% af the Pacific, and the marine and
pi-life sanctuary in which the property is
- It also allowed the owmners to keep
Lirpe deck that extends vo just 10 feet

em the shoreline, so that the house seems
most 1o Hioat on water.

But :'n.'l]-:'ing the most of 2 home's views
L -:Ilw.l'g.'5 huawe po Brvalve I:.:I:I'!:L'
pstruction budpets, “Find an exterior
gl point, and use that instead of
sOries or art 1o set the tone of vour

space,” says Lisa Bruno, the interbos
designer who resides part time in Mexico.
“Let the natural beauty and the elements
ghine instead d:lur:ﬁing up the space
with man-made jpems”

In Bruno's Punta Mita willa, kecping
windows clean and drapery-free helps to
place the views front and center. She also
lkmnides the mamber of dise racting pieces of
art o accessaries to minimize competition
with the spectacular soenery,

I'.I-u:'-.:i.;gnrd Living Imternational owmner
Collins rakes a simmilar .J.P].rrmr.'h when
finalizing a floor plan, ensuring that all
eyes are drawn 1o the ocean. “You don't
want to have too many focal points.” says
Collins, “Because resort homes ane usuaally
on the water, we will design around the
view and out to the water. We make it so
[the lavout] is not overly cluttered, with
very minimal furnishings.”

Because owtdeor living s an inteinske
part of Hawaiian and Mexican cultures,
the patio, or lamai, becomes mone than a
cowvered autdoor 5-.|Ju.-|.'|.'—i.1 % an extension of
the homme, For part-time Kaual residen:
Morgan, the inclusion of lanai space in his
Maorth Shore home was & must, so architect
Bruce Whale |:||.'sign|.~c| a lanai that WIS
around three sides of the house, with the
fromt and back being slightly larger in size,
All in all, the Murg.jl:l residence has 1,800
square feet of covered lanai space, which,
says Morgan, is plemty of room for enter-
taining out-of-town guests.

Fear Earpuntur and Ea:iHm..', whi have
thrown partics for 20 to 200 guests at
their Honolubu residence, the lanais had
to be both functional and beautiful. The
hoamecwrers had e.'-:l::.l-Ljrgd.' eaves installed
over most of the deck, leaving enough open
space to bask in the sun but protecting the
sitting areas closest to the house from the
rain, sun and wind. To balance out the
coral-stone walls (made from land-based,
quarried, prehistoric and limestone
covered coral versus from ocean coral) ansd
marhle F|n-|:-'ri.n_gin the covered lanai SO,
the Cowans installed tongue-and-groove
mahogany floorings on the underside of the
eaves, which also add warmth and texture.

Dsegigner Mary Philpatts McGrath
{avors natural materials such as the
wicker and tea grass in the chair abowe.

O sunmy days, the oemners take
advantage of the lanai'’s diding doors,
which virtually disappear inte the house
w IIEIl ‘L'IJH.'I:I‘EIJ. E:I"-':II'IF 1 I'.I‘L' J.'I.'II.E-“'JI.'IL'I." l!il{ iL
seamless extension of the interior space.

“We have an extra 2,000-square-foet:
phus of terraces and lanai, which really
-u-Erl:Ju |.||:| the b uul:.:-:il.'rr.:.]:-]:.l," L+ 15
Carpenter, “We spend cur time out here,
The walls just disappear; theyre hidden,
It's truly indoor-ourdoor.”

Opening up the house to the lanais also
brings in the cool ooean breezes—so much
so that Carpenter and Saikley have not yet
meeded vo run the house's central AC, even
an FHonolule's hottest summier d.ayg.

Homeowners can take the bringing-the-
autdoors-in notlon a step further by
-.'lﬂigning their terraces as they wouald
interior rooms. A popular approach is 1o
use the same type of flooring found inside
the house on the patio, and choosing
furniture fabrics and accessories that pick
up on the interior color palette,

=My foors are all polished marble,”
says Crawbord. “1 took the marble used
inside my howse cutside, and made a
baorder and honed it, 5o its not glossy, It's
a lietde rougher, so it wouldn't become

slippery.”
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Using luxurious items that you wouldn’t
normally think to add to a patio—such as
an all-weather outdoor SunBrite LCD TV;
outdoor kitchens complete with stainless-
steel barbecues; outdoor-fabric throw
pillows and rugs; and sturdy wrought-iron
chandeliers—is another way to achieve an
indoor ambiance in an outdoor setting.
“We use lamps, rugs and throw pillows
outside, so everything looks like just
another room of your house,” says Lynn
Yellen, a part-time resident of Villas del
Mar in Los Cabos and an interior designer
with Ladco’s Washington Park Design
Center, a Houston, Texas—based design
firm that works throughout Mexico.

With alfresco living spaces, it’s impor-
tant to select materials that are suitable for
the climate. Nearly yearround sunshine,
along with plenty of rain and humidity,
can cause fading, mold and mildew, and
deterioration. Many designers recommend
fade-proof, stain-resistant Sunbrella
fabrics, which are available in sheer,

Here, designer Katherine
Nidermaier chose colors inspired
by the Mexico setting.

open-weave and ribbed textures
and in a variety of rich colors for
both indoor and outdoor
furnishings.

Natural, woven fabrics, which
can be used on just about every-
thing—from furniture cushions
to draperies; rugs to accent
pieces—add texture and visual
interest, and also work well in a
tropical climate. Materials to
look for include sea grass, bam-
boo, jute, linen and lauhala—
leaves from the hala tree that
have been used by Hawaiian
peoples for centuries to weave
such items as mats, floor
coverings and baskets.

The latest trend is woven

materials on a larger scale, such




as textured wallpapers and ceiling
treatments. The Carpenter-Saikley
residence features lauhala ceiling insets,a
design that creates a textural interplay
between the warmth of the lauhala and
coral stone, fossil stone and granite used
on the Boors, countertops and walls, The
insets also have the added benefir of
absorbing noise, resulting in an acousti-
cally sound, quiet setting for the owners'
frequent feres. ;

Wiood furniture adds a bit of heft to
light-and-airy tropical spaces, but not just
any wood will do, Certain species are
better suited for the tropics than others.
“You want to watch the wood pieces vou
pick because of the humidity [in Hawail],”
gays Tiare Cowan, the interior designer
from Archipelago Refined Island Imeriors.
“Balincse wood imports are really big, bat
if they're not built or dried correctly,
they're going 1o crack and warp when they
get here” Teak is well suited to tropical
environs, thanks e its natural oils, which
protect it from the elements. n Mexics,
savs Midermaier, bocals rely on guayahillo,
an indigenous hardweod, and termite-
FESESTARD PHERBEL.

Other materials commonly used in both
furnishings and accessories inchede
leather, wicker, rattan and woven banana
leak. “We went with a resin wicker material
for the furniture, which doesn’ fade and
doesn't change with the climate,” says La
Paz resident Marlene Fletcher,

Matural stone is also popular, particu-
iaTl]-' for outdoor i:‘!u[]‘.ﬂ.urﬂ. and fountains,
“We've used a lot of granite, marble and
cantera stone outside,” says Crawford,
"Granite takes the wear and tear, and the
salt environment. We had figures carved
out of cantera, which we can leave outside
and mot worry about because it takes the
climate. The salt air doesn't bother ir; the
humidity doesn’t bother it.”

Matural stone is also highly sought after
for flooring, thanks to its proven durability
and resistance to moisture, And both wasd
and concrete flooring offer good looks,
durability and resistance to dampness.
Philpotts McGrath says homeowmers
thinking instead about installing carpet
should consider the home’s traffic patterns
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and frequency of use, as carpet tends to
trap modsture and mold, not to mention
sand dragged in from the beach,
Another pointer, especially for infre-
quently used second homes and guest.
houses, says Philpotts MoGrath, is wo keep
beds and bedding off the Aoer (no bed
skires) vo allow for airflow and eliminate
dark, damp spots where mold can grow.
Other climate-proofing suggestions
include installing UV-tinted windows,
which kéep furniture and artwerk From
fading, and using stainless-steel, specially
treated curtain rods tha won't russ.
Window coverings alse prove helphul,
Collins recommends placing a blackout
liner on the back of woven-wood blinds
that roll up and down, to protect furniture
from the sun when the cwners leave,
Crawford, on the other hand, chose to
hang sheer drapes instead, “They let the
light in, and you can still see _. outside, but

it cuts the harsh sunlight so the [Furniture]
fabrics keep better.”

Tropical design is all about utilizing vour
greatest asset: the paradize in which your
hoeme is located, Connecting your interions
to the great outdoors can be achieved using
colors that echo the dazzling hues of the
oeean, sky and beach: turming your
cutdoor lanais and verraces into extensions
of your home; and adding vextures from
natural, Indigenous fbers and woods,
Then, all that’s left is to phek wp a few
seashells, colacful throw pillows and a
hammack for midday skestas. R

Jemny Qill is a freelonce writer based in
Homolulu,

E Alagkca Airlines (alaskaaincom,
oo ALASKAMIR) and sister
carrier Harizon Alr (Boo547-9308) terve
Ciahy, Kauai and 5o Mexico destina-
tians daily, inchuding new Horizon Air
Saturday noastop service from Los

Anpeles to Loreto, For 2 complets
Alrlines Vaestions package, visit the

or call Bog-gB8-2245.
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